MANDATORY SHELTER IN PLACE AND CURFEW
“STAY HOME, STAY SAFE”

WHEREAS, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 13, 2020,
certifying that COVID-19 poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the state of Texas;
and

WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has been recognized globally as a contagious
respiratory virus; and

WHEREAS, the President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America, as promulgated by President
Donald J. Trump and the CDC on March 16, 2020, call upon Americans to slow the spread of
COVID-19 by avoiding social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people, using drive-thru,
pickup, or delivery options at restaurants and bars, and avoiding visitation at nursing homes,
among other steps; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Services determined that, as of March 19, 2020,
COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas
Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, I, Nate McDonald, issued a disaster declaration certifying that
COVID-19 poses an imminent threat of disaster for Matagorda County; and

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2020, the Matagorda County Commissioners Court issued an Order of
Continuance of Declaration of Local Disaster for Public Health Emergency that affirmed the
activation of the Matagorda County Emergency Management Plan and extends the Declaration of
Local Disaster through April 6, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020, I, Nate McDonald, issued a Voluntary Shelter-in-Place and
Mandatory Curfew Order; and

WHEREAS, Matagorda County’s infection rate has continued to rise and I have determined that
extraordinary measures must be taken to save lives, prevent injuries, protect property, and preserve
the public health and environment; and
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WHEREAS, Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code authorizes the County Judge to issue
orders to protect the public and preserve public health; and

WHEREAS, Section 418.108 of the Texas Government Code further authorizes the County Judge
to control ingress and egress from a disaster area within the County and authorizes the County
Judge to control the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in the County; and

THEREFORE, the April 2; 2020, Order of County Judge Nate McDonald is hereby AMENDED
as follows:

Summary: The virus that causes 2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) is easily transmitted
through person to person contact, especially in group settings, and it is essential that the spread of
the virus be slowed to protect the ability of public and private health care providers to handle the
influx of new patients and safeguard public health and safety. Because of the risk of the rapid
spread of the virus, and the need to protect the most vulnerable members of the community, this
Order requires all individuals anywhere in Matagorda County to shelter in place — that is, stay at
home — except for certain essential activities and work to provide essential business and
government services or perform essential public infrastructure construction, including housing.
This Order takes effect at 2:15 p.m. on April 2, 2020, and will continue until further notice, subject
to the limited exceptions and under the terms and conditions more particularly set forth below.

NOW THEREFORE, I, COUNTY JUDGE HERE BY FIND AND ORDER:

SECTION 1. That there is an imminent danger to the County caused by COVID-19.

(a) All individuals currently living within Matagorda County are ordered to shelter at their
place of residence. For the purposes of this Order, residences include hotels, motels, shared rentals,
and similar facilities. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must at all
times as reasonably as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from any other person
when they are outside their residence. All persons may leave their residences only for Essential
Activities, or to provide or perform Essential Governmental Functions, or to operate Essential
Businesses, all as defined in Section 2.

(b) All businesses operating within Matagorda County, except Essential Businesses as
defined in below in Section 2, are required to cease all activities at facilities located within the
County except Minimum Basic Operations as defined in Section 2. For clarity, businesses may
continue operations consisting exclusively of employees or contractors performing activities at
their own residences (i.e. working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all Essential
Businesses shall comply with the Social Distancing Rules attached, including maintaining six feet
social distancing for both employees and the general public.
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(c) All public or private gatherings of any number of people occurring outside a single
household or living unit are prohibited, except as otherwise provided herein. Nothing in this Order
prohibits the gathering of members of a household or living unit.

(d) All elective medical, surgical, and dental procedures are prohibited anywhere in
Matagorda County. Hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, dental offices, and other medical
facilities are directed to identify procedures that are deemed "elective" by assessing which
procedures can be postponed or cancelled based on patient risk considering the emergency need
for redirection of resources to COVID-19 response.

SECTION 2. Definitions.
(a) For purposes of this Order, individuals may leave their residence only to perform any
of the following “Essential Activities”:

1,

i

iii.

1v.

Vi.

Vii.

To engage in activities or perform tasks essential to their health and safety, or to
the health and safety of their family or household members (for example,
obtaining medical supplies or medication, visiting a health care professional, or
obtaining supplies need to work from home).

To obtain necessary services or supplies for themselves and their family or
household members, or to deliver those services or supplies to others (for
example, food, pet supply, and any other household consumer products, and
products necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of
residences.

To engage in outdoor activity, provided the individuals comply with social
distancing requirements of six feet (for example, walking, biking, hiking,
running, golfing, tennis, etc.).

To perform work providing essential products and services at an Essential
Business or to otherwise carry out activities specifically permitted in this Order.

To care for a family member or pet in another household.

To move to another residence either in or outside Matagorda County.

To engage in “Essential Travel,” which includes travel for any of the following
purposes: (1) travel related to the provision of or access to Essential Activities,
Essential Governmental Functions, Essential Businesses Essential Critical
Infrastructure, and Minimum Basic Operation; (2) travel to care for elderly,
minors, dependents, persons with disabilities, or other vulnerable persons; (3)
travel to or from educational institutions for purposes of receiving materials for
distance learning, for receiving meals, and any other related services; (4) travel
to return to a place of residence from outside the jurisdiction; (5) travel required
by law enforcement or court order; (6) travel by church staff or clergy for the
purpose of production of remote delivery of religious services and other
ministries requiring travel; (7) travel related to attending a funeral service; or (8)
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(b)

il.

iii.

travel required for non-residents to return to their place of residence outside the
County.

For purposes of this Order, “Essential Businesses” means:

Essential Healthcare Operations. Healthcare Operations includes but is not
limited to hospitals, clinics, dentists, chiropractors, physical therapy, optometry
offices, pharmacies, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, other
healthcare facilities, healthcare suppliers, mental health providers, substance
abuse service providers, blood banks, medical research, laboratory services,
certified doulas, or any related and/or ancillary healthcare services. Home-based
and residential-based care for seniors, adults, or children are also considered
healthcare operations. Healthcare operations also includes veterinary care and all
health and welfare services provided to animals. This exemption shall be viewed
broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. Healthcare operations
do not include fitness and exercise gyms, personal training, gymnastics studios,
and similar facilities. Healthcare operations do not include elective medical,
surgical, and dental procedures as established in accordance with Subsection 1(d)
of this Order.

Essential Governmental Functions. All services provided by local governments
needed to ensure the continuing operation of the government agencies to provide
for the health, safety and welfare of the public. Each governmental division will
determine its Essential Governmental Functions and identify the employees
and/or contractors necessary to the performance of those functions. Further,
nothing in this order shall prohibit any individual from performing or accessing
“Essential Governmental Functions.” All Essential Governmental Functions shall
be performed in compliance with social distancing requirements of six feet, to the
extent possible. This Order does not apply to Federal or State Government.
Essential Critical Infrastructure. All public and private facilities and assets,
including both physical and cyber systems, and other functions and sectors vital
to the security, governance, and public health, safety of Matagorda County.
Critical infrastructure includes, but is not limited to, utilities such as electricity,
gas, water and wastewater, roads and highways, public transportation, solid waste
and recycle collection and removal, oil refining, roads and highways, public
transportation, defense and national security- related operations, and
manufacturing operations suppling essential items to Essential Businesses,
Essential Governmental Functions, and Critical Infrastructure. Critical
Infrastructure employers should implement screening precautions to protect
employees and all activity shall be performed in compliance with social
distancing guidelines attached. For reference, the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce,
Version 2.0, can be found here:
https://'www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce
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1v.

Vi.

Vii.

viil.

iX.

Stores that Sell Groceries and Other Essential Supplies. Grocery stores,
supermarkets, warehouse stores, big-box stores, bodegas, liquor stores,
convenience stores, and farmers’ markets that sell food products and household
consumer products (such as cleaning and personal care products). This includes
stores that sell groceries and also sell other non- grocery products. The sale of
self-service food items is prohibited. Stores that sell groceries and other essential
supplies shall comply with the Rules for Essential Retail Establishments set out
on the Center for Disease Control’s website.

Restaurants. Restaurants with or without drive-in or drive-through services and
microbreweries, micro-distilleries, or wineries may only provide take out,
delivery, or drive-through services as allowed by law. In-person service is
prohibited. Customers may order and pay inside, but are prohibited from waiting
inside the restaurant for their food. All food must be brought outside to customers.
To allow for increased access to restaurants, this Order hereby suspends all laws
and regulations prohibiting people from walking in a drive-through.

Food Gathering. Including ranching, farming, hunting, fishing, and livestock.
Delivery of Groceries and Essential Supplies. Businesses that ship or deliver
groceries, food, hygiene products, and essential supplies directly to residences or
essential businesses.

Transportation. Operation, maintenance, and repair of airlines, taxis, and other
private transportation providers (such as Uber and Lyft) that provide
transportation services necessary for the performance of essential activities and
essential travel.

Gas Stations and Businesses Needed for Transportation. Gas stations, auto-
supply stores, auto-repair, and bicycle repair. Auto-dealerships, for in- person
mechanical services or to complete an online transaction on an appointment basis
only. Gas stations and convenience stores are prohibited from selling self-service
food items. Gas stations and businesses needed for transportation shall comply
with the Rules for Essential Retail Establishments listed on the Center for
Disease Control website.

Critical Trades. Plumbers, electricians, exterminators, janitors, lawn care
services, pool cleaners, maintenance and security, and other service providers
who provide services that are necessary to maintaining the safety, sanitation, and
essential operations of residences, Essential Businesses, Essential Government
Functions, and Critical Infrastructure. Critical Trade does not include
discretionary maintenance or improvements. Union representatives and their
staff for the purpose of performing critical labor union functions, including the
maintenance of health and welfare funds and checking on the well-being and
safety of members.
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xi.

Xii.

xiii.

1X.

XV.

XVI.

XVii.

XViii.

Construction. Construction for public works, residential, commercial, and
schools. Elective additions and maintenance are prohibited. Protecting
construction worker from the spread of COVID19 is extremely important for their
safety and for public health, all construction sites must follow the COVID-19
Safety Recommendations issued by the Construction Industry Safety Coalition,
including, but not limited to, the Rules for Construction Industry set out in Exhibit
B. Failure to strictly comply with this Order can result in penalties described
below. Additionally, the general contractor and non-compliant subcontractor can
be removed from the essential business list.

Professional Services. Professional services, such as legal or accounting
services, when necessary to assist in compliance with legally mandated activities
or services necessary to avoid imminent harm to a client. Real estate and
inspection services, but only for the purpose of title work and closing; in-person
open houses and showings are prohibited.

Financial Institutions. Banks and related depository financial institutions, credit
unions, insurance companies, title companies, payroll and accounting services.
Non-depository institutions (such as payday lenders) are prohibited.
Information Technology Services/Telecommunications Services. IT and IT
services and their essential service vendors, including the provision of essential
global, national, and local infrastructure for computing services, business
infrastructure, communications, and web-based services, and critical
manufacturing, as well as telecommunications services, internet access and
broadband/communications services.

Essential Retail. Laundromats, dry cleaners, and laundry service
providers, hardware stores, and related facilities. Firearm and ammunition
suppliers and retailers for purposes of safety and security. Hardware stores and
business that sell electrical, plumbing, and other materials necessary to support
Essential Businesses, and Essential Government Functions, and Critical
Infrastructure. Essential retail establishments shall comply with the Rules for
Essential Retail Establishments set out on the Center for Disease Control’s
Website.

Hotels and Motels. Hotels and motels, to the extent used for lodging or delivery
or carry-out food services.

Providers of Basic Necessities to Economically Disadvantaged Populations.
Businesses or organizations that provide food, shelter, and social services, and
other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy
individuals.

Essential Services Necessary to Maintain Essential Operations of Residences
or Other Essential Businesses. Businesses or services that supply other Essential
Businesses, Essential Government Services, and Critical Infrastructure with the
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XixX.

XX.

XX1.
XXii.

xXxiii.

XX1v.,

XXV.

support or supplies needed to operate; including but not limited to mail, shipping
and delivery services, warehouse/distribution and fulfillment, storage, moving
services, janitorial services, laundry services, computer, audio or video
electronics, sanitary equipment, and medical equipment.. To the extent possible,
services shall be provided in compliance with Social Distancing Rules attached,
including distancing of six feet and routine use of hand sanitizer.
Supplies to Work From Home. Businesses that supply products needed for
people to work from home.
Public and Private Education. Public and private educational institutions, only
for the purposes of facilitating distance learning or performing essential
functions, provided compliance with the Social Distancing Rules is maintained.
This is not intended to allow multiple children over at your home to educate. No
‘play dates’ for schooling.
News Media. Newspapers, television, radio, and other media services.
Childcare Services. Childcare facilities providing services or community service
providers offering childcare services under the following mandatory conditions:
1. Childcare services shall only be provided to employees of Essential
Businesses;
2. Childcare must be carried out in stable groups of 12 or fewer (“stable”
means that the same 12 or fewer children are in the same group each day);
Animal Care Services. Animal shelters, veterinary care, and pet food and supply
stores. Pet food and supply stores shall comply with the Rules for Essential Retail
Establishments set out on the Center for Disease Control’s website.
Religious and Worship Services. Religious and worship services should only be
provided by audio, video, and teleconference. If religious services cannot be
conducted from home or through remote services, they should be conducted
consistent with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC by practicing good
hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation, and by implementing social
distancing to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Funeral Services. Funeral, mortuary, cremation, burial, cemetery, and related
services, provided that social distancing of six feet per person is maintained to
the greatest extent possible.

(c) For purposes of this Order, Minimum Basic Operations means the following,
provided that employees comply with the Social Distancing Rules:

1.

ii.

The minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of the business's
inventory, ensure security, process payroll and employee benefits, or for related
functions.

The minimum necessary activities to facilitate employees of the business being
able to continue to work remotely from their residences.
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SECTION 3. It is necessary to establish a CURFEW. All individuals age seventeen (17) and under
shall be at their residences between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. The CURFEW shall
remain in effect for the duration of this declared disaster due to COVID-19.

SECTION 4. The Matagorda County Sheriff’s Office and other peace officers, are hereby
authorized to enforce this Order. A violation of this order may be punishable through criminal or
civil enforcement. A violation of this Order is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $200.

SECTION 5. Under this Order, no person shall sell any of the following goods or services for
more than the regular retail price the person charged for the goods or services on March 16, 2020,
except where an increased retail price is the result of increased supplier or other costs (including
the loss of supplier supporting funds):

(a) groceries, beverages, toilet articles, and ice;

(b) restaurant, cafeteria, and boarding-house meals; and
(c) medicine, pharmaceutical and medical equipment, and supplies.

SECTION 6. Grocery stores, supermarkets, warehouse stores, hospitals, and medical facilities
are experiencing high levels of demand for a large number of products, requiring more deliveries
from manufacturers and distribution centers to serve their customers. A number of Texas cities
and local associations have implemented restrictions on delivery hours to stores to mitigate truck
noise and traffic. Due to the need to deliver products as quickly and efficiently as possible during
this critical timeframe, this Order hereby suspends all delivery hour restrictions for transport to or
from any entity involved in the selling or distribution of food products, medicine, or medical
supplies in Matagorda County for the next 60 days.

SECTION 7. That this Declaration shall be filed promptly with the County Clerk and shall be
given prompt and general publicity;

SECTION 8. That this Declaration shall take effect immediately at 2:15 P.M. on Thursday, April
2,2020.

DECLARED this the 2™ day of April, 2020.

ATTEST: 0
W éﬁiﬂhm I ok
Nate McDonald Stephanie Wurtz 3
Matagorda County Judge Matagorda County Cler
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